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The View From Here 
 

Winter has finally arrived.  The 

snow is sticking on the ground,  

and the branches are nicely 

dusted with powder.  For some 

people, hunkering down by a roasting fire with a 

fat book is a  perfect winter pleasure.  For  my 

friend, Paul, this kind of weather means that he 

and his buddies can play ice hockey on the rink 

that Paul builds each year.  Eight men in their late 

40s and early 50s, skating and falling, passing and 

shooting.  The sound is fantastic—the clacking and 

shushing; the ribbing and the laughing.  After 

standing around the clay oven, practically putting 

my face into the fire to stay warm, I am finally too 

cold to stay outside anymore. 

 

I visit with this group of  8-10 guys every couple 

of months, when they gather at Paul's house.  Al-

most all of them have known each other since kin-

dergarten; they became especially close in the last 

years of their friend, Mike's life.  About nine 

months after Mike's diagnosis of stage 4 cancer, 

his wife died suddenly and these guys raised 

enough money to move Mike back down to 

Swampscott,  pay for living expenses and his 

medical bills.  He moved in with one of the guys 

and his wife; and he was quickly integrated back 

into the life of the community.  This group took 

him to ball games, to a sightseeing trip in Wash-

ington, DC, and sat around together at Paul's house 

playing countless games of cribbage.    

 

Mike and I met because Paul thought he might 

need a minister, and we hit it off; I became his 

chaplain.  After a few months, he asked me to do 

his memorial service, which I conducted last 

spring.  I miss Mike and think of him a lot but 

seeing these guys always makes me happy.  

They remind me that groups are important, that 

people can be bound to one another for all 

kinds of reasons, and that grown men do dem-

onstrate their love and affection for another.  

Tomorrow morning, at least 6 of these guys are 

going to wake up sore from all the falling.  But 

I suspect that they won't care, that seeing one 

another and talking about Mike is worth any-

thing and everything.  Love grows in all kind 

of conditions—what a privilege to be able to 

witness it in action. 

 

                                               Rev. Susan 

ALL CHURCH MEETING:   

 

Please join the Worship Committee and 

Rev. Susan after church on March 4th to 

discuss our Worship services.  What is 

working for you?  What do you want 

more of/less of?  What topics would you 

like to hear discussed?  Please share 

your thoughts and energy with us!  Grab 

some coffee and a bite to eat and we'll 

sit in the vestry and talk for about an 

hour.  If you can't make the date but 

want your views known, please feel free 

to email Jane Sherburne at  

shorebird54 @hotmail.com with your 

thoughts.  

 

 Thanks! 
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Survey Sayséé 
 

As you know we are a church in transition.  

After the retirement of a settled minister, a 

transitional period is a great opportunity for a 

church to reevaluate its needs, and envision 

its future.  In our preparation to hire an in-

terim minister, the congregation was sur-

veyed, and the results of that survey charged 

the Board, and our interim ministerial choice, 

with doing just such an evaluation. 

 

We chose Susan Moran as our interim 

(“developmental”) minister. We spent a few 

months integrating Susan into the church, 

and now it is time to take the next step of 

evaluating. 

 

The good news is that we are a true 

“congregational” church.  What does that 

mean? It means we as a congregation get to 

choose what is next for us as a church. We 

are blessed with the ability to make decisions 

for our future, and not live with decisions 

handed down by a “higher” authority. 

 

Of course with privilege comes responsibil-

ity. In our case we are responsible for not 

only making a choice, but with making a 

good educated choice. We are also responsi-

ble for implementing the choices we make. 

 

The Board of Trustees of this church have 

been actively working on evaluating where 

we are, where we are going,  and how fast 

we are moving.   Now we need your help. 

We need to hear from you….yes you! We are 

working on a congregational survey, and 

planning dates for open discussion time, so 

every church member has a chance to pro-

vide input.  As a Board we can steer the ship, 

From the President  but it is essential the congregation plot 

our course. 

 

So please rejoice in the fact that you 

have a choice! Rejoice in the fact that 

your voice can be heard! Then accept the 

responsibility of helping make that 

choice. Fill out your survey when it ar-

rives, and return it promptly. Come to an 

open discussion. Use your voice, talk to 

me, or any of the members of the Board. 

Our ears are open and ready to listen.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Coley W. Bryan 

President UUSR 

Worship Calendar  

 

 

 

February 5 - The Universal Song 

        Join members Beth Graham,   

        Caroline Haines, and the a capella 

        women’s singing group ’Leven for a 

        morning filled with the celebration of 

        music.   

 

February 12 - Love 

        Coley Bryan will be assisting Rev. 

        Susan Moran. 

 

February 19 - Guest preacher to be  

        announced.   

 

February 26 - Rev. Susan Moran will be 

        preaching on climate change.               

 
 

Please be part of our religious community 

gathered for worship at 10:30 a.m. 



CHURCH  CLOSURE 

CHANNELS 7 & 56  

 

 

On rare occasions, UUSR can-

cels Sunday morning services if travel con-

ditions are hazardous and put our members 

and visitors at risk.    

 

With this in mind, UUSR has become part 

of WHDH Channel 7’s Storm Force.  If 

very bad weather threatens in the future, 

please tune your TV to Channel 7 or 56 and 

keep an eye on the crawl at the bottom of 

the screen for news of UUSR.   
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Salutations from the Religious  

Education Program! 
     

 It is February 2012, and a time to think back, 

and look forward.  Our program has continued to 

grow, and contract, and expand, but there is a 

healthy batch of UU Youth growing in our gar-

den! 

 

     We would like to thank the volunteer teachers 

who came up to the classroom and spent some 

time with the children during the Sunday ser-

vices.  I like to think that we are all teach-

ers  when we are in contact with our UU youth: 

during coffee hour, greet your neighbor, time 

with the children, and fellowship events like the 

service auction, working at the thrift shop, or 

volunteering at the Open Door.  However, there 

is still a need for a variety of adults 

to help provide Religious Education.  We 

adopted the Spirit Play format, which involves 

"kits" and a ready made script, complete with 

"wondering questions", to great suc-

cess.  The "kits" we assembled, and used during 

the fall are based on our Seven Principles and 

the Seven Sources, and our next round will be 

based on famous UU's.  If you have any ques-

tions about Spirit Play, please ask!  It is less 

about drama/theater, and more about to play. 

 

      And speaking of drama...our new Christmas 

pageant "A Wish to be a Christmas Tree" was a 

great success!  The UUSR Spirit Players regaled 

an almost full house on December 18th with 

their tale of a big, old tree who felt 

unloved because no one wanted to buy him for 

Christmas.  All the animals of the forest (played 

by various children in the congregation) then 

proceeded to say why they loved the tree so 

much, and then to decorate the tree with forest 

ornaments.  While listening to the children 

talk about what the tree does for them, I thought  

to myself, "Hey, that sounds like our little 

church!"  The tree provides shelter, warmth,  

beauty and community, and so does our 

church.  Perhaps you, too, made that con-

nection. Perhaps, you merely enjoyed the 

sight & sound of our church presi-

dent masquerading as the tree! 

 

     If you haven't been to church in a few 

months, or weeks, please plan a visit some 

Sunday. We are pleased to announce the 

return of Alexis Cruz, a Rockport High 

School junior, to our nursery to provide 

child care for those 3 and under.  There will 

be  a family potluck in March for all UUSR 

families, new and not so new,  so stay tuned 

for more details.  

 

     As always, if you have any questions or 

concerns about our RE program, please 

email or call either Roberta or me. (Our 

contact information is in the back of the 

newsletter!) 

 

With loving kindness, 

Heidi Wakeman  

Religious Education  



outdoor items also sell quickly. We will 

accept limited clothing and shoes in good 

condition. The better items can be brought 

to Francie's Boutique, by appointment. We 

have seen nice profits from this consign-

ment shop last summer. 

 

     We look forward to your support once 

again. 

 

      Terri Desmarais 

UUSR Thrift Shop, 2012 
 

     Thrift shops are now being described as the 

new “community centers.” Our Thrift Shop has 

brought in  over $9,000 over the past three sum-

mers. Jeff Martyn and his crew remodeled the 

basement, adding new bookcases and counters. It 

is now bright and very welcoming. Our water 

problem has been  almost  resolved. Not only 

does the Thrift Shop generate funds for the oper-

ating system of our congregation, we supply 

new, once homeless families with much needed 

household items; which, if they had to purchase 

at a house ware store, would use up most of their 

first month's budget for supplies. 

 

     In the past, we have made donations to Well-

spring, Pathways, and Action, Inc. We also are 

able to send toiletries and personal items to Haiti 

and New Orleans, continuing to support those 

sites. Surplus books are donated to the Friends of 

the Rockport Library at the end of the summer. 

 

     This year, there will be a committee running 

the Thrift Shop.  Committee members are : 

Kirsten Van der Hart, Ginny Cohen, Judy Met-

calfe, Mary Ann Camp, Barbara Stewart, and 

Lyn Carrigan. Terri Desmarais will serve as 

chairperson. We are looking for one or two more 

committed members to serve on the team. The 

team will gather, sort, arrange, price and ask for 

volunteers to work on Fridays and Saturdays, the 

third week of June through Labor Day. 

 

     What is needed from the congregation are 

used, but clean items to resell. One method that 

has worked in past years is to offer neighbors 

holding yard sales, to collect unsold items and 

transport them to the Thrift Shop. Another sug-

gestion is to do cleaning out of your basements 

and attics, and donate the items to the Thrift 

Shop. If you know of anyone moving or down-

sizing, suggest that they make a donation to our 

Thrift Shop. 

 

     Each year, household items, sporting goods, 

books, holiday items (Christmas, Halloween, 

Easter) and tools seem to be in demand. Small 

February 2012 Page 4 

    

Haiti still hurts!!  We can still help! 
 

I want to thank so 

many of you for re-

membering that our 

friends in Haiti con-

tinue to need our do-

nations.   

 

I go to Ipswich, Partners in Development 

Headquarters, every two weeks to take our 

donations.  They are always pleased and 

grateful. 

 

It is so easy to forget that their major prob-

lems of health, education, clean water, and 

housing still exists even though we don’t 

see it in the daily news.  Our social out-

reach internationally is a part of who we 

are. 

 

Needs still include: Tylenol for children 

and adults, soap, antacids, Tums, vitamins 

(children and adults), cough drops, cough 

medicines, calcium, prenatal vitamins, iron 

tablets, eye solutions, and topical antibiot-

ics (see complete list in Vestry).   

 

Checks are also welcome made out to 

“Partners in Development.” 

 

Thank you, 

 

Mary Ann Camp 



Coffee and Tea are supplied 

 

What to Bring: 

1. Half and Half. 

2.   Punch or Juice Boxes for the children. 

3. Simple, light refreshments~cookies,  

 crackers, fruits, etc. 

*We appreciate fewer sweets. 

 What to do: 

Á If you can not make the date you are 

scheduled for, it would be greatly appreci-

ated if you could find a replacement.  

There is a Member list with all telephone 

numbers in the vestry, please feel free to 

take one. 

Á Set-up instructions are found in the 

kitchen. 

Á Napkins and mugs are available in the 

kitchen (place all used paper products in 

 the paper recycle bin in the kitchen). 

Á Set table in vestry. 

Á Clean kitchen following coffee hour, and 

empty fridge. 

 

Many thanks to everyone for their help in  

providing refreshments! 

Coffee Hour  

 

 

 
 

February 

  5 - Jennifer & Dick Ober 

12 - Dan Hoch & Jane Erb 

19 - Jane Sherburne & Ann Weld 

26 - Lucy Gatchell & Mary Kay Dyer 

 

 

March 

  4 - Amy Shapiro & Ed Kaznocha 

11 - Joe Rukeyser & Roberta Stewart 

18 - Susan & Bob Beattie 

25 - Chuck & Mary Francis 

 

 

 

Usher List  

 

 
 

 

  

February 

  5 - Mary Ann Camp & Joan Roberts 

12 - Joe Rukeyser & Roberta Stewart 

19 - Judy O’Malley & Chris Doyle 

26 - Chuck & Mary Francis 

 

 

March 

  4 - Connie Komack & David Rye 

11 - Lyn Carrigan & Ruth Rehfus 

18 - Judy Metcalfe & Caroline Haines  

25 - Amy Shapiro & Ed Kaznocha 

 What to do: 

Á Ushers remain in the Vestry through the 

Prelude. 

Á Membership Committee members will stay 

in the Vestry through the Announcements to 

greet latecomers. 

Á Ushers to light the candles on the chancel 

and (1) Joy & Concerns candle before the 

service begins. 

Á Offertory ñRouteò Take plates from the 

Chancel, collect down the center aisle, go 

out the center doors, divide and come in the 

side doors and come to the front of the side 

aisle, collect front to back (so people can see 

you coming), reunite in the Vestry, come 

down center isle and return the plates to the 

minister. 

Á Head Count: Before returning to your 

seat, count the number of people in the 

pews and record it on the sheet on the 

wall on the left within the organ enclo-

sure.  Tracking attendance is important 

for planning purposes, to ensure our eligi-

bility for grants or to participate in pro-

grams, which may depend on our keeping 

records that can measure outcomes. 
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